Common Pests and Diseases

Pests and Diseases continued...

Spider mites primarily affect
spruce species, but may also
inhabit junipers. They cause
rusty-brown needles and leave
silky webs. These can be
treated with pesticides.

Winterburn may occur with all evergreens, but some
more susceptible than others. The needles will turn
brown due to transpiration during windy winter
weather. The trees aren’t able to take up more water
because of the frozen soils. Best management is to
plant susceptible trees out of the wind, and water
evergreens thoroughly in the late summer/early fall.

Cedar-apple rust is a
fungal disease that affects
cedars, junipers, apples,
and crabapples. Galls form
on cedars or junipers.
These spread spores to apple tree species where
fruits and leaves become discolored and may
prematurely drop. Cedar/juniper trees are rarely
harmed, other than some
discoloring. Best management options: take care not
to plant these trees near
each other. If already
planted and becomes an
issue, fungicides are available or removing galls
from cedar/junipers may decrease spread of
spores also.
Cytospora canker is a
common disease of
spruce species
(especially Colorado
Blue Spruce). Older
(20+ years) trees are typically prone to this
disease, characterized by lower branches losing
their needles. Branches will have bluish-white resin
or red resin. Manage disease by pruning infected
branches and keeping the tree watered.

Pine Wilt Disease— Only affects exotic pine species:
Austrian, Scotch, and Mugo. Typically found on trees
older than 10-15 years.
Spread by sawyer
beetles. Best management is to clean out
dead trees before spring.

Wildlife Ratings
Trees

Wildlife Wildlife
Cover
Food

Arborvitae, American

Good

Good

Cedar, Eastern Red

Great

Great

Juniper, Rocky Mountain

Great

Great

Larch, Siberian

Good

n/a

Pine, Austrian

Good

n/a

Pine, Ponderosa

Good

n/a

Pine, Scotch

Good

n/a

Spruce, Black Hills

Great

n/a

Spruce, Colorado Blue

Great

n/a

Spruce, Meyers

Good

Good

Spruce, Norway

Good

Good

Spruce, White

Great

n/a

Conifers for
Windbreak
Plantings
Selected evergreen trees for
plantings in
Eastern South Dakota

Arborvitae, American. Hardy, but may be subject
to winter burn. Also known as white cedar or
Eastern arborvitae. Up to 40’ mature height.

Pine, Austrian. Somewhat hardy tree. Similar to
ponderosa pine. Older trees may be subject to Pine
Wilt Disease. 50’ mature height.

Spruce, Colorado Blue. Best as yard tree. Subject to
many diseases. Prefers moist areas, but doesn’t
tolerate flooding. 50’ mature height.

Cedar, Eastern Red. Native. Drought tolerant.
Reddish/brown winter color. Seeds dispersed by
birds, may become weedy. 40’ mature height.

Pine, Ponderosa. Hardy tree. Prefers moist, welldrained sites. Doesn’t do well in wet sites.70’
mature height.

Spruce, Meyers. Newer variety. More resistant to
pests and diseases. Great ornamental variety. 40’
mature height.

Juniper. Rocky Mountain. Native. Very drought
and alkaline tolerant. Doesn’t turn brown like
cedars. 40’ mature height.

Larch, Siberian. Green needle-like leaves turn
yellow and shed in the fall. Likes moist, well
drained soils. 60’ mature height.

Pine, Scotch. Orangy peeling bark adds interest.
Somewhat drought tolerant. Doesn’t tolerate
flooding. 40’ mature height.

Spruce, Black Hills. SD state tree. Found in Black
Hills, variety of White Spruce. Drought, alkaline
tolerant. 50’ mature height.

Spruce, Norway. Prefers well-drained sites. Not
very drought tolerant. Best if grown east of James
River Valley. 50’ mature height.

Spruce, White. Similar to Black Hills Spruce. Likes
moist sites, native to Minnesota forests. 50’ mature
height.

