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The mission of the Hamlin County Conservation District is to assist our county residents in protecting
and conserving our natural resources through financial, technical, and educational means.

2021 Accomplishments
Machine Plant Trees

Fabric Installed

34.4 acres on 19 sites

57,377’ or 10.9 miles

8,400 Trees with a 90% survival rate!
In case you missed it; a field tour was held
at the Blioux River Ranch; owned by Barry
& Eli Little. This was a very informative tour
with many great opportunities to see first
hand how thinking “outside the box” can
improve soil health and a farmers bottom
line. Field visits included: a cover crop interspersed into 30” rows. Cover crops after
a small grain, followed by rotation grazing
in that field. Rotational grazing an irrigated
pasture. It was a gorgeous day, with a
great turnout!
The event was organized by the SD Soil Health Coalition and sponsored by the Hamlin Conservation District,
SD Game, Fish & Parks, Pheasants Forever, SD Dept of Ag & Natural Resources and the USDA-NRCS.

“Conservation is a state of
harmony between men and
land.”

“Take care of the land and
the land will take care of
you.”

Aldo Leopold

Hugh Hammond Bennett

The Hamlin Conservation District is an equal opportunity employer.

Mowing / Tilling
Mowed 8 acres 5 times
Tilled 4.5 acres
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Drill Rental

Land Roller Rental

District
Employees

1,305 acres

8,680 acres

Peggy Loomis, District Manager

Pasture Pipe Sold
43,500’
Although the Covid Pandemic has hindered some
activities, the District will continue to sponsor and be
involved in the Arbor Day Essay contest in the area
schools; the S.D. Wildlife Federation Conservation
Camp; the Big Sioux Water Festival; the HCCD
Scholarship Fund; the SDACDE Scholarship Fund;
the Speech Contest coordinated by the Dept. of
Agriculture; a Legislative Dinner; and many other
conservation related activities.
The Hamlin Conservation District Supervisors and District
Manager would like to Thank
All of our loyal customers!
YOU are what keeps our business going. Let’s keep putting Conservation On The

NRCS
Employees
Kelsey Ramerth, District Conservationist
Tyler Tran, Soil Conservationist
Gabi Bolwerk, Soil Conservationist

2022 Board Meeting Schedule
January 11—1:00 PM
February 8—1:00 PM
April 12 - 7:00 PM
June 7 - 7:00 PM
Public is welcome to attend.
Notices posted on USDA office door.

OUT OF OFFICE
Due to Covid Restrictions, the Conservation
District continues operate at an offsite location.
Tree sites are being planned, products are being
sold and technical assistance continues to be a
priority.
Please call (605) 881-5899 for any comments,
questions, or assistance.

MEET

GABI BOLWERK

Update from the NRCS Office

“

Kelsey Ramerth, District Conservationist

Hello, my name is Gabi Bolwerk!
I am the new Soil Conservationist at the
Hayti NRCS office, as of early June. I grew
up in Neenah, WI. (near Green Bay) and
graduated college this May from the
University of Wisconsin-Steven Point,
with a degree in Soil and Land
Management. When I’m not working, I
enjoy hiking, kayaking, baking, crafting
and hanging out with my pets.

Grassland Productivity Outlook
Emily Helms, NRCS State Range Management Specialist
Hamlin County ranges from less than 70 percent (drought) to 95
percent (drought risk, near normal) of normal forage production
as of October 1st. Grazing in the fall can be a make-or-break
period, depending on goals and objectives. Pastures grazed late
into the fall should be given adequate rest into the spring to
allow for growth and recovery of plants that may have been hit
harder than planned. Residual grass heights are not only
important for increasing root reserves going into the fall, but

Hello Hamlin County! I hope you have all had a safe
harvest season and are getting ready for cooler weather.
Tyler, Gabi and I are making our way through our fall
workload, and now is a great time for field visits is you
have any concerns on your land. We can help with soil
health assessments, pasture plant identification, grazing
system questions, windbreak checkups, and beyond.
Please feel free to give us a call! After such a challenging
year, this might be a good time to work on a contingency
plant for your operation, and we have technical resources
that may be of assistance during that process.
We are fortunate that we have two unique funding
opportunities in Hamlin County for the upcoming year.
The first—for improvements along Hidewood Creek on
pasture, range or crop ground - is for land in the east half
of Estelline Township, and targets overgrazing, soil erosion
and loss of productivity. The second is for land in Opdahl,
Dixon, Garfield, and Cleveland Townships, on ground that
is receiving manure from confined dairy or swine, and
seeks to limit tillage, add cover crops and reduce erosion.
If you think you own or operate land that fits into either of
these descriptions, please give us a call at the office.

Grant Funding for Trees
The Hamlin Conservation District has cost share
assistance for those looking to plant new
shelterbelts. You could receive up to 45% of the
full project in funding.
The cost to the landowners to add or renovate a
shelterbelt is often prohibitive. This is an option to
enable the projects to move forward. As with any
State of S.D. grant, this cost share will be available
to landowners/operators who are not eligible for
any other funding through government programs
to plant trees. Cost share is not available for
“farmstead only” plantings. All grants approved are
obligated on a first come, first served basis, to
those who qualify. Call 605-881-5899.

USDA Programs for Trees
There are currently cost share options through the
CRP program for tree plantings, as well. You may be
eligible for not only cost share opportunities, but to
receive future payments on those trees. Call the
Farm Service Agency to inquire about the CRP
Program. 605-783-3611.

office for resources on grazing fall green-up.

Each Spring the district holds an essay writing contest for the area
5th grade classes. This year there were over 85 entries to judge.
Three top essays were chosen from each participating school. The
top three were as follows:
Castlewood Elementary

Hamlin Education Center

1st Naomi VanSchoick

1st Ava Taschner

2nd Sophia Kudrna

2nd Curtis Carleton

3rd Zaiden Johnson

3rd Morgan Wilson

Each winner received a Certificate and a Check. Every student who
participated received a Black Hills Spruce tree to plant.
The James and Ramona Stenersen
family were the Tree Care Award
winners. Stewardship reflects good
management of the natural resources
of soil, water, and air. Planting &
caring for their acreage sites, helps to
conserve these natural resources.
Plantings began in 2018, and have
continued since. Our crew was twice able to plant shelterbelts on their
home property. The additional trees and planning have come from them.;
something they should be proud of.

Our Services

(605)783-3642 x3.

RENTAL SERVICES
John Deere 15’ No-Till Drills
$14 per acre ($150 min)

also aid in protecting soil resources, reducing winterkill,
and increasing snow catch. Please contact the NRCS

ARBOR DAY ESSAYS

Now is the time to start planning
for your 2022 Tree Plantings!!

Great Plains 15’ No-Till Drills
$14 per acre ($150 min)

TREE PLANTING SERVICES
HAND PLANTS

DISTRICT HAND PLANTING

Deciduous Bare Root - $2.50 each
Conifer Bare Root - $2.90 each
Conifer Plugs - $3.15 each
Deciduous (25) - $50 per bundle
Conifers (25) - $60 per bundle

Crew to hand plant - $7 per tree
(includes cost of tree)

TREE FABRIC
Also consider other forage options to give pastures a rest
going into the fall months. Consider grazing crop
residues, cover crops, swath grazing, or bale grazing.
Each strategy has its pros and cons depending on the
timing and application. Check out the SD Soil Health
Coalition’s Grazing Exchange for opportunities to graze
covers and residues (link below).
SD Grazing Exchange:
https://www.sdgrazingexchange.com/

45’ Land Rollers (2)
$4.00 per acre ($100 min)
Contact Lenny Saathoff for all your rental
needs: 605-690-1458

NEW SIZE FABRIC ROLLS
This Spring we will be selling our fabric (ground cover
material) in two sizes. We typically sell rolls 6’x500’.
We will also carry rolls 3’x 300’. You can make great
use of these in gardens, landscape projects, around
foundations, and many other areas.

MACHINE PLANTING
All Tree & Shrubs—$0.43 per linear ft.
$325 minimum charge

ROTARY TILLING

All sites - $0.75 per linear ft
$300 minimum charge

$100 per hour for first hour
$80 per hour thereafter
$45 stop charge

REPLANTS
Bare root - $1.65 each
(from previous year plantings only)

TREE SITE WEED CONTROL
TREE FABRIC & STAPLES

ROTARY MOWING

6’ x 500’ per roll - $200
3’ X 300’ per roll—$55
Staples 500 per box - $100 OR $0.20 per staple

$100 per hour for first hour
$80 per hour thereafter
$45 stop charge

TREE TUBES
3’ & 4’ tree tubes - $4 each
5’ tree tubes - $4.50 each

4’ & 5’ oak stakes - $2.50 each
5’ fiberglass stakes - $4.50 each

